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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

In this paper, a power conversion chain (PCC) with an internally-set voltage reference is presented. It is comprised
of a power receiver coil, an active rectifier and a novel buck-boost converter. The output voltage of the PCC is set
by using the parameters of a new buck-boost converter control unit in order to avoid utilizing an extra voltage
reference circuit. Furthermore, the proposed PCC reuses the power receiver coil to facilitate the realization of the
buck-boost converter. This way, the efficiency of the proposed PCC gets almost independent of the receiving coil
voltage amplitude. In addition, the proposed buck-boost converter significantly reduces the size of the PCC and
makes it suitable for wireless power transfer via inductive links in bio-implant applications. It should be noted
that employing an active rectifier followed by the proposed buck-boost converter enhances the PCC end-to-end
efficiency. The proposed PCC is simulated for the input received signal with a frequency of 10 MHz and an
amplitude variation within 3-7 V. The simulation results show that the efficiency variation is less than 2.6% and
the achieved maximum efficiency is 80.4% and 63.4% for the proposed converter and PCC, respectively. For
further verification of the proposed idea, a proof-of-concept prototype is implemented and experimental results
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are provided.

1. Introduction

Nowadays, power transmission via inductive links for implantable
medical devices (IMDs) considerably becomes important and pervasive.
The reason is that it is an alternative option for the battery-powered cases
that can decrease the total size of the IMD and reduce the probability of
infection. Power transmission via inductive links can be used for appli-
cations such as cochlear implants [1], visual prosthesis [2] and invasive
wireless neural recording [3]. Significant challenges in today's IMD
design are related to the size of IMD and the power consumption [3,4].

Fig. 1 shows a typical power conversion chain (PCC) which is used in
IMDs. The PCC converts the input AC voltage to a DC output voltage.
After rectification, there should be a voltage regulator to maintain the
output voltage at a certain level, by comparing it to a voltage reference.
Thus, this voltage can be used as a supply voltage for other parts of the
implant. The conventional structure used in bio-implants is the linear
regulators [5,6]. In power transfer via inductive links, the amplitude of
the received voltage may vary a lot due to the variation in the distance or
the angle between the power transmitting and receiving coils. Moreover,
the other parameters such as the moisture of the path between these two
coils would be able to have influence on the received voltage amplitude.
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In linear voltage regulators, the output voltage level is constant. As a
result, the variation in the input level can increase voltage drop across the
regulator. This can significantly decrease the regulator efficiency. The
considered problem would be diminished using two methods. The first
method reduces the power loss by controlling the power transmitter gain
in the driver of the outer coil [7]. Using this method, when the received
voltage level is decreased, the power transmitter gain increases and the
transmitter coil transmits higher power to compensate for the received
voltage. In return, when the received voltage level is increased, the
power transmitter gain is decreased to compensate. This method needs a
variable gain power transmitter in the primary side of the coil. In addi-
tion, an analog-to-digital converter, and also, a data transmitter in the
implant side are needed to gather the received voltage level information
and send them for the power transmitter. Besides, imposing an additional
reverse path to send the received voltage level information for the power
transmitter from the implant can significantly increase the size of the
implant, which is critical in the bio-implant applications.

The second method in order to get rid of the efficiency degradation by
input voltage variation is the use of nonlinear voltage converter as
introduced by the previous work of the authors in Ref. [8]. In the
mentioned reference, by employing a buck-boost converter instead of a
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Fig. 1. Power conversion chain structure in bio-

. Voltage
Skin Reference implant systems.
. |
Vi

Vout
External + *

Power Supply Voltage Voltage

and I Rectifier | € Von Regulator C R
Coil Driver " —
I 1

External Part ‘ Implanted Part
+— | —»

linear regulator, the efficiency variation is decreased from 35% to less
than 8% for input amplitude voltage variation of 3—-6 V [8]. The designed
converter achieves an output current range of 10 pA to 4 mA without the
problem of instability. Moreover, the output DC voltage level could be
higher or lower than the amplitude of the received input voltage. The
main problem in the nonlinear converters is the existence of a large bulky
inductor that is inevitably off-chip and considerably increases the size of
the implant. Reusing the inductor of the power receiver coil not only
resolves the problem of the large off-chip coil but also gives a very small
converter by adding just four power switches and a control circuit as
well. This is the main idea of the previous work of the authors [8].

Voltage reference is an essential block in both linear and nonlinear
converters. The bandgap reference is mostly employed for this purpose.
The quiescent current of the bandgap voltage reference degrades the total
power efficiency of the PCC. Recently, many researches have been done
to solve this drawback [9,10]. Nowadays, many efforts have been done to
replace the bandgap circuit by a completely CMOS reference [9,11].
However, CMOS references most often could not be a suitable alternative
since they would bring up various problems causing different challenges
for designers. For example, the CMOS reference which is introduced in
Ref. [11] and is used in Ref. [8], begins to oscillate with a little change in
the value of its elements. Furthermore, two off-chip resistors have been
used in order to compensate for the variations in different process corner
cases resulting in enlarged size of IMD [8].

Drawbacks of using a bandgap voltage reference encouraged the au-
thors to have more attention to the voltage reference matter in PCC.
Therefore, a new structure has been suggested that completely removes

the voltage reference from the PCC. The proposed structure is according
to the matter in which there is a control circuit similar to the feedback in
nonlinear converters. Thanks to the feedback circuit, the output voltage
of the converter can be regulated due to the loop parameters. Thus, this
method provides a situation in which no voltage reference block is
required. Removing the voltage reference not only enhances the effi-
ciency of PCC by omitting its quiescent current but also improves the
circuit behavior against the process corner cases, temperature variations
and device mismatches in comparison with the other CMOS voltage
references.

Therefore, the effect of temperature and process variations on the
output voltage is negligible. In this way, the quiescent current of the
voltage reference is removed and the converter output voltage could be
regulated at any desirable value provided by the converter. Furthermore,
by eliminating the voltage reference, the size of the IMD is further
decreased.

The proposed power receiver chain introduced in Ref. [8] has been
implemented by a passive rectifier. Although this converter has a high
efficiency that is almost independent of the input voltage, the total PCC
efficiency is low due to the passive rectifier. In this paper, an active
rectifier is employed in the PCC structure to remedy this issue. The new
structure not only improves the total efficiency significantly, but also
shows a very better consistency of the converter efficiency against the
variations of the input voltage. Using this structure, the efficiency vari-
ation is decreased from 8% for the input voltage range of 3-6 V to less
than 2.6% for an input range of 3-7 V.

To validate the simulation results, the suggested PCC structure has
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been designed and implemented using off-chip components. It demon-
strates the possibility of reusing the power receiver coil in the structure of
the nonlinear voltage converter, and also, the adjustment of the output
voltage with voltage converter's control circuit in absence of the voltage
reference.

This paper describes the design, analysis and simulation of the pro-
posed coil inductor reused PCC with an internally-set voltage reference. It
also focuses in detail on the design of the output voltage setting by
feedback loop parameters. Besides, the measurement results of a proof-
of-concept prototype are provided. The rest of the paper has been orga-
nized as follows. In Section 2, the concept of the proposed buck-boost
converter by reusing the power receiver coil with an active rectifier is
described. Section 3 illustrates the proposed converter with an internally-
set voltage reference. Simulation results are presented in Section 4, and
Section 5 concludes the paper.

2. The concept of the inductor reusing in a buck-boost converter

Fig. 2 shows the proposed inductor-reused buck-boost converter. In
this figure, the power receiver coil is modeled by Lg, Rs and V; [12], which
stand for self-inductance, series resistance and sinusoidal received
voltage, respectively. As Lg is a large off-chip inductor, it can be reused as
a proper alternative to realize a buck-boost converter. To do this, the
operation of this coil is divided into two time intervals. In the first time
interval, the power receiver coil in IMD receives the power that is
transmitted by the outer coil. Fig. 3 represents the circuit in this phase.
This power is stored in the output capacitor of the rectifier, which is
shown by Cy, in the figure. At the second time interval, the coil is
working in the structure of the buck-boost converter to transfer the
received power in Cy, to desirable DC voltage level at the output
capacitor. In this interval, the only difference between the proposed
converter and common buck-boost converters is that instead of a DC
voltage source at the input of the converter, the initial voltage of Cy; is
applied as an input voltage source. In Fig. 2, ¢ and ¢, are connected to ¢,
and ¢f terminals, respectively. In the next section, it would be seen that
@1 and @, will be the input of the control unit and ¢, and ¢f will be
connected to the output of the control unit. According to ¢, and ¢-, there
are three phases of operation: power receiving phase where both of ¢;
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and ¢, are low, inductor charging phase that ¢, is high and ¢ is low and
inductor discharging phase that ¢ is high and ¢; is low. These three
phases are explained in details in the following section.

2.1. Power receiving phase

In Fig. 2, the circuits inside the dashed line, labeled by the rectifier,
work as a full-wave active rectifier [13]. In the power receiving phase,
the rectifier conducts the received sinusoidal power to Cyy,. This power is
stored in this capacitor in order to apply in the next phase to the input of
the buck-boost converter. The operation of the circuit in this phase is
represented in Fig. 3. Switches My1-Mp4 are open during power receiving
phase and switches Mps and Mg are closed. Cy; is utilized as input
matching capacitor. This capacitor should be resonated with the
self-inductance of the power receiving coil at the power receiving fre-
quency. The capacitor Cy; is obtained from the resonance frequency as:

LS

- 1
L + R? W

M

where @y is the resonance frequency of Ls and Cy. In Fig. 3, once the
power signal is received via the coil, when Vjy; is positive, the voltage at
Vin2 is negative and vice versa. For the case in which Vi3 is positive, the
output of the COMP; becomes low. Since during this phase Mys is on, the
gate of switch M; goes to low and makes it on. Just at this moment, the
output of the comparator COMP; is high since its negative input is
smaller than its positive one. This causes My to be turned off. On the other
hand, in this condition, My is turned on while M3 is turned off and as a
result Vo is connected to the ground. Therefore, in the first cycle of the
received signal, Cy, is charged through Mj. In the next cycle, the negative
input of comparator COMP; is lower than its positive input, M; is off, My
and M3 are on and Cyj is charged through Ms. In the next phases (i.e.; ¢,
and ¢y) that Mps and My are open, M1 and M are off due to the pull-up
resistors that are connected to their gate terminal. Dynamic body biasing
technique has been used for M; and M, by adding auxiliary PMOS
transistors, M5 to Mg. These transistors automatically connect the bulk
voltage of M; and M to the highest potential among the input and output
voltages of the rectifier, i.e. max (Vin1, Vyn) and max (Vip, Vi) in Fig. 3,
respectively.
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The duration of this time interval should be much larger than the
period of the sinusoidal received voltage to give enough time to Vs to
charge Cy, to its maximum value. In other words, it takes several periods
for V; to charge Cy, to its maximum value, depending on the value of Cyy,
and the amplitude of V. Therefore, t, should be larger than the period of
Vs. Cun is charged to the maximum amplitude of V; during this phase and
this voltage is used as an initial condition of this capacitor at the start of
the next phase. As Cy, is charged to its maximum value at the end of the
power receiving phase, it pulls no more current and the current inductor
is zero. It means that at the start of the next phase, the initial condition of
the inductor is zero.

2.2. Inductor charging phase

During the inductor charging phase, Mp; and My3 switches are closed
and L is charged by the energy that stored in Cyy. This is equal to the
charging phase in the conventional buck-boost converters. Fig. 4 shows
the converter in this phase in which Mys and My are open and this way
the rectifier is excluded from the converter. In addition, Cy; is paralleled
with Cy, and since it is very smaller than Cyy, it can be ignored. Here, V,;
notates the initial condition of Cy, at the start of this phase, which is
equal to the amplitude of V;. Initial condition of the inductor is zero
because Cyy, is charged to its maximum value at the end of the previous
phase and drains no more current. Therefore, there is a simple series RLC
circuit in which the current of the inductor starts to increase by V,;. The
time that the total energy of Cy, is discharged to L;, determines the
duration of the inductor charging phase.

Two separate voltage sources, specified as V,; and Vi, should be
taking into account to analyze the RLC loop. As V,; is a DC voltage and Vg
is a sinusoidal voltage reference, transient analysis and steady-state
analysis should be utilized, respectively, to determine the current of
the inductor at the end of this phase. This current is used as the initial
condition of the inductor at the beginning of the next phase. The tran-
sient current of the inductor has been analyzed and calculated in Ref. [8].
By adding the effect of Cy it is obtained as:

i (t) = Age™™ sin(,/a)ﬁ—a%)

(2
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where i ,(t) is the transient response of the inductor current accounts for
Vo1. @ =Rg/2Ls is the damping coefficient, wg = 1//Ls(Cun + Cu) is the
resonance frequency and Ay = Vo1 /Ls a)(z) — a2 (A). The current i (t)

reaches to its maximum value within t;s which determines the time
period of inductor charging phase and it is obtained as:

arctan(

[SIEY

=) +
\/—' )

Vi — a2
The current magnitude of the inductor, I (jw), owing to the voltage
source V; is given by:

3)

trise=

|Is.r(ja))| = ‘V%(]a)”
(Cun + Cu)y/LiCu = RXC, |
Ry(Cun + Cu)/LiCu — R2Cyy + j(CunLy — R2Cis(Cun + Cir)) |

4

The minimum total current of the inductor at the end of this phase can
be expressed as:

) I

iL,r(min) (tn'se) = |it,r (trise)HIS,l‘ (Jw)l (5)
where I (jo) is the current amplitude of the inductor owing to the
voltage source Vi. it r(min)(trise) is the minimum initial condition of the
inductor at the start of the next phase. As the energy of Cy, and Cy; at the
end of this time interval is completely discharged to L, the initial con-
dition of Cy; at the start of the next phase is zero.

2.3. Inductor discharging phase

During the inductor discharging phase, My 356 switches are open
and My, 4 switches are closed. Therefore, the energy of L; is delivered to
Cout in order to drive the load. Cy; is paralleled with Cyy¢ as My is closed
and because it is very smaller than Cyy, it can be ignored. Fig. 5 shows
that this phase is completely like the discharge phase in conventional
buck-boost converters. The initial current of the inductor is defined as I
and the DC voltage of the output is assumed as V5. It could be obviously

Fig. 4. Proposed inductor-reused buck-boost con-
verter in inductor charging phase.
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Fig. 5. Proposed inductor-reused buck-boost con-
verter in inductor discharging phase.
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seen that the rectifier is excluded from the converter during the inductor
discharging phase and the equivalent circuit can be considered as a mere
RLC loop.

The time in which i; () reaches to zero, determines the time duration
of this phase and is notated as tg). To obtain tg), the effect of three
different voltage sources on the i «(t) should be considered: V2 and Iy as
initial conditions of Coy and Lg, respectively, and vg(t). It should be noted
that V3 is the same as the output DC voltage of the converter. The
response of the circuit to Vy2 and Ip is determined by solving the
following equation:

(i) (R, 1 d(is(t)) 1 R\ .
ar +<E+(CL+CM)RL> @ LG+ <1+R7>”'f(’)
o AY
*LS(CL+CM)( +R_L> 0

(6)

where i ((t) is the transient current response of the inductor to Iy and Vi;.
If the effect of v4(t) on the total inductor current, i ¢(t), is represented by
is,f(t), then the amplitude of this current can be given by:

V1 + (Ru(Cout Cur)eon)* x|V, (j0)|
V/(RARARLL (Cout Cir )P (RRL (ot Cor) + LV}

[lss(j@o)| =

7

where |I; ((jw)| is the Fourier transform of is () and oy is obtained from
equation (1).

During this phase, i; «(t) should be positive. A negative current

significantly diminishes the efficiency. Relation (8) guarantees the pos-
itivity of i (t).
i () > (is‘r(l))pfp 8)
where i; () is the effect of vs(t) on the total inductor current and (i (£))p.p
is its peak-to-peak amplitude. The pulse width of ¢o, notated as tg,), can
be calculated as:

73

|

iy (tran) = (iss (tfa]]))p_p )
3. The proposed inductor-reused converter with an internally-set
voltage reference

To regulate the output voltage of a nonlinear converter, a control
circuit unit is required to adjust the timing of the converter switches.
Traditionally this control unit regulates the converter output voltage by
comparing it with a voltage reference. If it was smaller than the voltage
reference, the converter would have its ordinary operation and the
control unit allows the energy to transfer from the input to the output.
However, if the converter output voltage were higher than the voltage
reference, the control unit would not allow the energy transfer to the
output by opening the switches. As a result, the converter output voltage
does not increase and this way, the control unit works as a feedback to
regulate the converter output voltage. The importance of the voltage
reference is that any change in its voltage level, directly changes the
converter output voltage. Accordingly, its operation in different process
corner cases is very crucial.

A structure is presented here to simplify the PCC by removing the
voltage reference and it still has a noticeable output voltage consistency
against the temperature, process and received voltage amplitude varia-
tions. In addition, the quiescent current of the voltage reference is
eliminated as this block is removed, and consequently, the total effi-
ciency of PCC is improved. The basis of the proposed structure is to make
two different linear ratios of the converter output voltage and compare
them with each other. Since these two paths have different slopes, they
become equal for a special value of the output voltage. Exactly at this
time, the output of the comparator switches from 1 to 0. If at the tran-
sition time of the comparator, switches of the converter become open, the
output voltage will be regulated at the same value. This value of the
output voltage can be set to the desirable values by changing the slope of
these two paths. The proposed control circuit has been represented in
Fig. 6(a). As it is seen, one ratio of V is made by the resistors ratio and
the other path is provided by nMOS transistors ratio. The output of these
two paths would be compared by a comparator. The internal circuit of the
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Fig. 6. (a) Control unit circuit of the proposed inductor-reused buck-boost converter with an internally-set voltage reference and (b) Utilized comparator

in Fig. 6(a).

comparator in Fig. 6(a) has been shown in Fig. 6(b). In Fig. 6(a), when the
converter starts to operate for the first time, Vi, gradually increases from
zero. For the small values of V4, a starts to increase, since it is a resistive
ratio of V. From Fig. 6(a), the value of @ can be expressed as:

R

aQ=_—— Vour
R, +R,

1o

- 1
out — m
where PR = Rz/Rl.
However, £ remains zero, so long as Vo is less than Vg of nMOS
transistors. Therefore, the output of the comparator and D-flip flop would
be high since a is larger than &. Thus, ¢, and ¢, are applied to ¢, and ¢y,
respectively, which results in ordinary operation of the converter. It re-
sults in increment of Vi until it reaches to Vg of nMOS transistors to
turn these transistors on. In Fig. 6(a), M; is always in triode region since
its drain-source voltage is equal to its gate-source voltage minus Vgg of
M. In contrast, M, is always in saturation region since it has a diode-
connected structure. Ip; = Ip results in the following equation:

W 1,7 1 W ,
H,Cox <*> {(ch — V) Vst — 5 Vs } = 4, Cox <*> (Ves2 = Vi)
L/, 2705t 2 L/,

(1)

where pn, Cox, Vru, (W/L); and (W/L)2 are electron mobility, gate
capacitance per unit area, threshold voltage, and aspect ratio of M; and
Mo, respectively. &£ would be obtained with solving the following second-
order equation by substitution of Vpgy, Vgs1 and Vgsa with &, Vo and
(Vout — &), respectively.

(Vout - VTHZ)Z
L+

=0 12)

2_2 {Vm ~ rwVmm + VTH2:|

1+rw

where yw = (W/L)1/(W/L), which has a constant value. By solving (12),
the acceptable value of £, for which M; remains in the triode region, is
obtained as:

[ Yw
=|1- Vour —
: ( L+7w >

Vout is set in a certain value in which a and £ become equal. So its
desired value can be obtained as:

Vi — ( Ywlrw +1) — VW)VTHI

13
1 +yy (13)

Viua — ( rw(rw +1) — VW)VTHI
o+ 1) (27— /5 )

For values of V, that are smaller than equation (14), ¢; and ¢9 are

Vou = 14)
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applied to ¢, and ¢y, respectively. However, as the value of V,, become
higher than the value of equation (14), output of the comparator in
Fig. 6(a) will switch to zero. Accordingly, with the next positive edge of
@1, the output of D-flip flop becomes zero to open all of the converter
switches. In this way, any excess energy cannot transfer to the output of
the converter and Vo, would remain at the same desired value. So, as
long as Vo is higher than the value of equation (14), the switches are
open. However, as Vyy¢ becomes lower than this value, ¢; and ¢y are
applied to the converter again at the next positive edge of ¢;. In this way,
the output of the converter will be regulated at the desired value without
the need for a voltage reference.

The role of D-flip flop is to prevent from the power circulate when V¢
reaches to its desired value. In this regard, assume in phase @g, Vot in-
creases until ¢ goes higher than a and the output of the comparator goes
low to open the converter switches. If the output of the comparator is
applied to the converter switches exactly at this time, the excess energy in
the inductor cannot be transferred to the output. Therefore, this energy
will return to Cy, through the rectifier. Current circulation in the circuit
causes the waste of energy and as a result, the efficiency is reduced. The
D-flip flop in return allows the energy of the inductor to flow to the
output capacitance completely. It will open the switches at the next
positive edge of ¢;. Therefore, there would be no current circulation in
the circuit.

It is known that the coefficients composed of the ratio of two analo-
gous constants (e.g.; yw = (W/L)1/(W/L)5 and pgr = Ra/R;) show better
robustness against the process variations. Furthermore, M; has no body
effect since Vgg 1) =0, and thus, a negligible variation for Vyy; is also
expected. On the other hand, as shown in Fig. 6(a), M; is biased in the
triode region and it can be conceived as a degenerated resistor providing
a series-series negative feedback path for M». This way, the variation of
Vi is significantly compensated. Thus, it is concluded that the voltage
at Vo calculated in (14) remains almost the same in different corner
cases of process, temperature variations and device mismatches. In
addition, the aspect ratio of M; and M5 and the values of R; and R can be
chosen in order to significantly reduce their currents in contrast to the
converter output current. Therefore, the robustness of the proposed
converter output voltage is even better than most of the converters
equipped with the conventional voltage reference.

4. Simulation results

To evaluate the functionality of the proposed PCC, a design example
of the proposed inductor-reused buck-boost converter with an internally-
set voltage reference is presented. In addition, the circuit-level simulation
results are provided in this section. These simulations are performed in
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Cadence environment using TSMC 0.18 pm CMOS technology. The
values of Ls and R, are considered to be 2 pH and 0.5 Q, respectively,
which are according to the experimental results [4]. The received power
frequency is considered to be 10 MHz because the frequencies in this
range have minimum losses for in-body wireless power transfer [14]. As
illustrated in Ref. [8], Cyn =200 nF gives a fast response in inductor
charging phase. The (W/L) of power switches are selected according to
the maximum load current. However, if they are chosen so large, their
parasitic capacitors will affect the time constants of buck-boost operation
phases of the converter. Furthermore, it is possible that PCC to receive
power signals with voltage amplitude more than 2-3 V. Hence, the thick
oxide transistors of TSMC 0.18 pm CMOS process are utilized. The aspect
ratio of all power switches is (W/L) = 50 x 64 pm/0.35 pm.

The transient simulations of the circuit shown in Fig. 6(a) are per-
formed. Here, the values of R; and R, are designed to have Vo, =1V
with 200 kHz switching frequency. Simulation results of this circuit are
shown in Fig. 7. As it is seen, when V starts to increase from zero, & is
smaller than a. However, as Vs reaches more than 1 V, £ becomes larger
than a and the output of the comparator, which is notated by Vcom, is
reversed. So, at the next phases of ¢, and ¢, the signals ¢ and ¢¢ shown
in Fig. 6(a) remain at low state and thus no energy would transfer to the
buck-boost converter output. As a result, the voltage V,,: remains at the
same value of 1V. So, it can be concluded that when V, reaches to 1V
(or any desired value), the frequency of the switching signals applied to
the converter, ¢, and ¢y, is reduced. Fig. 8 shows the power spectral
density (PSD) of V. To better show the frequency components up to the
maximum frequency of the circuit, Fig. 8 is divided into two sections by
attributing linear X-axis for low frequencies and logarithmic X-axis for
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Fig. 9. Output voltage of the circuit in Fig. 6(a) in different process corner
cases for Vo =1V.

high frequencies. As it is clear, the frequency components at 3.32 kHz
and its harmonics are the dominant frequencies appeared at the con-
verter output. From transient response of Vy in Fig. 7, it is obvious that
3.32 kHz is the same switching frequency, ¢, and ¢f, when Vi, reaches to
its desired value. According to Fig. 8, the largest spurious component in
the spectrum of V,, has been suppressed more than 45 dB in accordance
with the DC component (i.e.; 0dB). This shows that the negligible
amount of ripple voltage can be expected as shown in Fig. 7. As repre-
sented in the figure, the output ripple is less than £10 mV.
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Fig. 7. Simulated output voltage of the proposed
converter with an internally-set voltage reference in
Fig. 6(a).
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The simulated output in different process corner cases and tempera-
ture variations is illustrated in Fig. 9. The maximum output voltage error
is less than 18 mV in the worst case. Although the voltage reference is
removed from PCC, the proposed converter with an internally-set voltage
reference has a very good consistency against the process and tempera-
ture variations.

The simulated transient current of the inductor in ¢, and ¢f is shown
in Fig. 10. The current in ¢, follows equation (5) where a sinusoidal
steady state current is summed with a transient current. In addition, as it
is seen, the current of the inductor is discharged to Coy in ¢f and it
reaches to zero at the end of this phase. The output voltage of the active
rectifier (Vi) in different phases of operation is shown in Fig. 11. It could
be seen that in ¢, Vi, is decreased since Cy, is discharged to L. In this
phase, Vi, reaches to its minimum value which is equal to the voltage
drop over Vpg of Mp; and Mps. In ¢f, Mp1, Mps and My are open and Vi,
remains at the last value from the previous phase. When both of ¢; and ¢
are low, Cy, is charged through the rectifier and Vy, starts to increase.

A Monte-Carlo simulation is employed to evaluate the output voltage
consistency of the proposed converter against the process variations and
device mismatch. This simulation is performed in Cadence Spectre-RF
environment using the mismatch models of TSMC 0.18 pm CMOS tech-
nology with 100 iterations. As seen in Fig. 12, the mean of the output
voltage is 0.998V. In addition, the standard deviation (¢) is about
3.34mV, which confirms the robustness of the proposed converter
against process variations and devices mismatch.

According to the measurement results in Ref. [15], here, it is assumed
that the voltage amplitude of the received AC signal across the coil varies
in the range of 3-7V. The proposed PCC is simulated with different
amplitudes of the input voltage level and the related efficiency is plotted
in Fig. 13. The simulation results confirm a suitable degree of the effi-
ciency robustness against the variations of the received voltage ampli-
tude. For the input voltage in the range of 3-7V, the maximum PCC
efficiency variation is less than 2.6%, while the maximum power effi-
ciency is 63.4%.

In order to verify the functionality of the proposed PCC, a proof-of-
concept prototype was developed using off-chip components. To test
the implemented PCC, some requirements including a power amplifier,
power transmitter coil, and power receiver coil should be provided.
Therefore, two single layer printed spiral coils (PSCs) as the power
transmitter and receiver coils [16], and also a common class-E power
amplifier [17] are implemented. In order to make the timing of the
implemented PCC like the simulations in this section, the secondary coil
is designed in a way that has self-inductance and series resistance equal
to 2 pH and 0.5 Q, respectively.

Fig. 14 shows the implemented prototype circuit. The primary and
secondary coils are spaced and fixed in 1 cm distance from each other. In
the test bench, the power transmitter is designed to deliver about 2 W
power into the primary coil with 10 MHz frequency. This condition re-
sults in a 5 V peak-to-peak received voltage at the output of the secondary
coil, which is the input of the rectifier. For simplicity, a passive rectifier is
used in the implemented circuit to test the ideas. The required pulses for
@1 and ¢ are provided using an FPGA evaluation board with a 50 MHz
on-board clock oscillator. Fig. 15 shows an oscilloscope screen shot of the
output voltage of the PCC. Using a potentiometer, the resistors ratio in
the control loop is set to provide 1V output voltage.

The performance summary of the proposed buck-boost converter with
an internally-set voltage reference in comparison with several other
works is given in Table 1. It should be noted that the utilized rectifier in
the proposed converter is taken from Ref. [13] and its efficiency is not
included in Table 1. This is because in the other similar works, only the
converter results have been reported. Thus in order to have a fair com-
parison, we have also investigated the efficiency of this part and the ef-
ficiency of the rectifier is excluded. Furthermore, it is worth mentioning
that the proposed converter structure does not depend on the rectifier
structure and it could be simply applied to the other active or passive
rectifier topologies [8]. Although, the voltage reference block is removed
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Fig. 14. The proof-of-concept prototype developed for experiments.

in the proposed inductor-reused buck-boost converter, its output voltage
consistency against the temperature and process variations is comparable
with other works. In addition, the proposed converter efficiency is almost
independent of the input voltage amplitude making it suitable for
inductively powered bio-implants.

5. Conclusions

In this paper, a new power conversion chain (PCC) comprised of a
power receiver coil, a novel buck-boost converter and an active rectifier
is presented. It is applicable for wireless power transferring through the
inductive links. Avoiding the need for an extra circuitry to set the
required voltage reference, the proposed PCC is benefited from an
internally-set voltage reference. In addition, reusing the self-inductance
of the coil resolves the need for a large off-chip inductor in the pro-
posed buck-boost converter. Consequently, the power consumption, and
also, the size of the implant are significantly reduced. Furthermore, to
enhance the total efficiency, an active rectifier has been employed in the
proposed PCC. According to the simulation results, the output voltage of
PCC shows a good consistency against temperature and process varia-
tions and device mismatches. Besides, the efficiency of the proposed
converter is almost independent of the received voltage amplitude. The
simulation results and the experimental results of a proof-of-concept

Fig. 15. Oscilloscope screen shot of the proof-of-concept prototype
output voltage.

Table 1 ) prototype demonstrate that the suggested PCC could be a proper alter-
Performance summary and comparison. native for the conventional PCCs in low-power wireless bio-implant
Parameter JSSC'15 [18] TPE'13 NORCAS'15 [20] This work® applications.
[19]
CMOS 0.18 ym 0.35 pum 0.18 ypm 0.18 pm References
process
Architecture Buck-Boost Buck- Buck-Boost Buck-Boost [1] G.M. Clark, R.T. Beyer, Cochlear Implants: Fundamentals and Application, Springer-
Boost Verlag, New York, USA, 2003.
Voltage External External External Self- [2] D.B. Shire, S.K. Kelly, J. Chen, P. Doyle, M.D. Gingerich, S. F.Cogan, W.A. Drohan,
Reference Referenced O. Mendoza, L. Theogarajan, J.L. Wyatt, J.F. Rizzo, Development and implantation
Input DC 3V 2.5V-5V 0.9V-2.2V 1.5V-4.5V of a minimally invasive wireless subretinal neurostimulator, IEEE Trans. Biomed.
voltage® Eng. 56 (10) (Oct. 2009) 2502-2511.
Output DC 1V,1.8V, 3V 3.3V 0.9V-2.2V 0.6 V-2.5V [3] D.A. Schwarz, M.A. Lebedev, T.L. Hanson, D.F. Dimitrov, G. Lehew, J. Meloy, et al.,
voltage Chronic, wireless recordings of large-scale brain activity in freely moving rhesus
Output 1 mW-10 mw" 300 mA 200 mA 10 pA-2 mA mox]]?cy.s, Nature Method. 11 (6) (Jun. 2014) 670-676. ) )
current [4] M. Kiani, M. Ghovanloo, A 13.56-Mbps pulse delay modulation based transceiver
Inductor 10uH 18H 47uH 24H for simultaneous near-field data and power transmission, IEEE Trans. Biomed. Circ.
) Syst. 9 (1) (Feb. 2015) 1-11.
Output X 10uF 47 uF 10pF 10uF [5] G. Yilmaz, C. Dehollain, Single frequency wireless power transfer and full-duplex
capacitor communication system for intracranial epilepsy monitoring, Microelectron. J. 45
Switching 312.5Hz 500 kHz 0.7 MHz-1.3 MHz 200 kHz (12) (Dec. 2014) 1595-1602.
frequency [6] M. Lotfi Navaii, M. Jalali, H. Sadjedi, An ultra-low power RF interface for wireless-
Maximum 83% 65% 75.6% 80.4% implantable microsystems, Microelectron. J. 43 (11) (Nov. 2012) 848-856.
efficiency [7] K.M. Silay, C. Dehollain, M. Declercq, Inductive power link for a wireless cortical
Line - - 0.05V/V 0.048V/V implant with biocompatible packaging, Proc. IEEE Sens. (Nov. 2010) 94-98.
regulation [8] M. Barati, M. Yavari, A power efficient buck-boost converter by reusing the coil
Load _ _ _ 0.027 V/V inductor for wireless bio-implants, Int. J. Circ. Theor. Appl. 45 (11) (Nov. 2017)
regulation 1673-1685. . . .
Maximum B B 45mV +10mvV [9] B. Zhou, S. Liu, P. Chiang, Low-complexity 0.55-V 2.5-pW bandgap reference and
. power-on reset hybrid circuit, Electron. Lett. 52 (5) (Feb. 2016) 346-348.
ripple . R
[10] K.K. Lee, T.S. Lande, P.D. Hafliger, A sub-uW bandgap reference circuit with an
2 After rectification. inherent curvature-compensation property, IEEE Trans. Circ. Syst. I: Regul. Pept. 62
® The output power is reported. (1) Jan. 2015) 1-9.

¢ Simulation results.
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